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So Much to Do, So Little …

by Lance Lickteig

I’m writing this newsletter tonight while flying at
about 28,000’ above northern California, Oregon, and
Washington en route on another business trip to Seattle for
work. Work and family obligations have taken a toll on
much of my free time recently. I haven’t had much time to
work on a newsletter since AIRFest 13 and I apologize for
that. This one will be pretty short, but I wanted to be sure
and get the important items into everyone’s hands before
any more time had passed. There is information on the
annual KLOUDBusters Christmas Party, details on the
KLOUDBusters Board of Directors elections for 2008, a
progress report on our LDRS 27 at AIRFest 14 planning
efforts and a few other miscellaneous items. I had hoped
to do a large newsletter after AIRFest 13, but time is
quickly getting away.
We have gone quickly from the beautiful warm
days we experienced at AIRFest 13, through the fall and
Distant Thunder 2007, and now are obviously nearing
another Kansas winter. A little cold weather won’t keep the
hearty souls among us from heading out to launch rockets
a few times during the winter months, just so long as it isn’t
windy or too bitterly cold or snowy. You’ll find the 2008
KLOUDBusters launch schedule elsewhere in this
newsletter. Always check the KLOUDBusters web site
and/or our Yahoo e-group if there’s any doubt about launch
conditions.
I hope everyone can make it out for the annual
KLOUDBusters Christmas Party this year. This will be a
good opportunity to meet many of our newer members and
get a full update on our LDRS 27 planning efforts and other
things that are going on with the Club.

A. I. R. Fest 13
A recap of AIRFest 13 has to begin with some
mention of the weather. We experienced 4 perfect days for
rockets – mild to warm temperatures and mostly light
winds. We couldn’t have scripted anything more perfect
and the rocketeers in the area came out in force to enjoy it.
After a year of pretty poor launch conditions, the run of
perfect days during the AIRFest 13 weekend were almost a
fair trade.
A large number of our Midwestern friends from 13
states joined us for the launch. We had 114 registered
flyers for AIRFest 13, including near record numbers from

Missouri and Nebraska. We had anticipated a good
turnout for AIRFest 13, but this year’s response was
perhaps a bit better than we had dreamed possible. Nearly
all of the 168 t-shirts we had ordered sold out by Saturday,
and our new ‘experiment’ – the Burger Blast – reached and
exceed our target of 200 participants.
And of course with all the fine conditions there
were rockets, rockets, and more rockets.
Here’s a
breakdown of the motors burned at AIRFest 13.
FRI. SAT. SUN. MON. Clusters Motor
8/31/07 9/1/07 9/2/07 9/3/07 (all days) Total
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1
77 260 220 51
70
That is a bunch of rockets, eh?

22
42
111 175 Low
62
42
36
72 212 Mid
47
63
72
59
19
21
9
0
1 291 HPR
678

The most anticipated single rocket launch at
AIRFest 13 was undoubtedly the 1/3-scale Mercury
Redstone project built by a team of rocketeers from
Nebraska. A Pat Gordzelik 'P' powered the Redstone
motor and didn’t disappoint anyone. I was honored to
make the launch announcement and countdown for such a
superb exhibition of power and ambition. The launch and
recovery were picture-perfect and quite thrilling to watch.
That beast rising from a billowing cloud of smoke and
scorched earth was something to behold.
There is a lot of national magazine coverage
available from AIRFest 13.
Extreme Rocketry has
already published an issue with many pages and lots of
great photos covering the event, including a centerfold
dedicated to the Nebraska Redstone. Our buds Neil
McGilvray and Bob Utley (ROCKETS / Liberty Launch
Systems) were feeling the heat a bit at AIRFest, but their
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Storm Warning

photos are awesome. I have seen a teaser for a soon-tobe-released Video/DVD featuring AIRFest 13, and I’ll be
watching for its release. ROCKETS Magazine will be
publishing an AIRFest 13 issue soon, probably in the
spring as a lead-in to LDRS 27, so watch for that one, too.
Visit your friendly rocketry vendor and grab a copy of each,
or better yet, get a subscription to support these
publications that support our launches.
Once again our club members stepped-up -BIG TIME -- to volunteer for all sorts of duties in support of
the launch. Those of us on the KLOUDBusters Board are
forever grateful for those who repeatedly donate their time
and efforts with duties like equipment cleaning/repair,
range set-up, LCO, RSO, Pad Manager, Registration, and
all around miscellaneous duties. While we still stay pretty
busy during these large launches, the whole thing would be
impossible without your efforts. Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you! I also want to thank the vendors and OEM’s
who donate products for the AIRFest Volunteer Incentive
Program (VIP) Partnership. These companies and their
representatives are truly rocketry VIP’s and I encourage
you to patronize them and/or make them your choice for
products when you’re shopping. The 2007 AIRFest VIP
Partners are:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Science Education Center
Giant Leap Rocketry
Al’s Hobby Shop
LOC Precision
Public Missiles Ltd.
RCS/Aerotech
ROCKETS Magazine

AIRFest has evolved from great KLOUDBusters
legacy. As everyone knows, we’ll be inviting the entire
high-power rocket community for our next AIRFest in 2008.
LDRS 27 at AIRFest 14 will be an event that no one will
want to miss.

KLOUDBusters Christmas Party
The KLOUDBusters Christmas party will be held
th
Saturday, December 8 and will be at the Kiwanis Park
Shelter, 5101 W 2nd in Wichita. This is between West
Street and Hoover Road and is the same place it's been for
the last several years.
The hours of the party will be from 6-10pm.
The fare will be holiday Potluck, so please bring a
covered dish, salad, dessert or snack to share with the
group of about 40 revelers. It really doesn't matter what
you bring (except we can't have alcohol in this facility). If
you need help with ideas, contact Terry Smemo
(tsmemo@kc.rr.com) and Terry will give you more ideas
than you could ever want! Be creative! Make this a fun
event, because it's YOUR party!
Everyone is invited!
Bring your wife, your
girlfriend, your boyfriend or all 3! Consider bringing a

rocket buddy, especially someone who hasn't come to the
party before. We have a lot of new KLOUDBusters
members - many haven't enjoyed the spectacle of the
Gherkinbaum - and we ESPECIALLY invite you to join us
this year!
Ah, the Gherkinbaum! Gerald Graves will honor us
with his Professional Pickle Pyrotechnics show. If you've
seen it before, you know how cool it is. If you haven't,
come see another thing that sets our club apart from any
and all others! It'll leave you saying, "Wha-?!" And, as an
added bonus this year, there will be the first-ever
Gherkinbaum Drag Race! Who could ask for anything
more? Come see the lunacy!
We'll have a "2007 Highlights" AV show playing, if
you will send Lance your photos and videos of launches
from this year. lancel@cox.net. Do this NOW, please!
There will be a BOD meeting after and discussion
about LDRS will be conducted, along with the installation of
new officers, the tarring and feathering of the old ones
(j/k!), and a little other club business.

KLOUDBusters Board of Directors Election
Each year KLOUDBusters elects the Prefect and
half the remainder of the club’s officers. This year, the
positions up for election are: Prefect (currently Bob Brown),
President (Lance Lickteig), Treasurer (Mark Logan, and
one Member-at-Large (John Farmer). Prefect serves for 1
year and the other positions’ terms are for 2 years. The
candidate bios are below and a ballot postcard is enclosed
with this newsletter for all members whose dues are
current.
The ballot postmark deadline is Monday
December 17, 2007.
Prefect (uncontested) – Bob Brown.
I'm Bob Brown and I have served as the KLOUDBusters Prefect for the
past 4 years and would be honored to be Prefect again for 2008. I've
been working with your KLOUDBusters Board of Directors on LDRS 27
planning for this coming year and would like to see that endeavor through
for KLOUDBusters. I would appreciate your vote.. -Bob Brown

President (uncontested) – Lance Lickteig.
Serving on the KBoD for the last 5 years has been a rewarding
experience for me. I enjoy keeping the wheels turning and slowly
evolving and growing the foundation laid by our many predecessors. I
helped get us into the LDRS 27 fray, so I’ll continue to work at making it
an event to remember. I appreciate your vote, support, and ideas. Just
remind me every now and then to go fly a rocket! -Lance Lickteig

Treasurer (uncontested) – Mark Logan
Mark Logan here! I'm running for Treasurer again. I currently hold the
position and would be honored to be Treasurer of KLOUDBusters again.
If you don't know me I am the owner of the Science Education Center. I
have been flying and supplying KLOUDBusters for 10 years. I am Cert 2
in both Tripoli and NAR and go to every commercial launch. Of course I
am married and have five kids. All of which have flown rockets at
Argonia. As a matter of fact I am still in the dog house for crashing my
wife's Minnie Mag!
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I have enjoyed being a part of KLOUDBusters and working with other
board members thru the years and I would like to continue to help the club
grow and fly rockets! -Mark Logan

Member-at-Large (3 candidates)
Steve Arnold
My name is Steve Arnold; I am a born again rocketry enthusiast and have
been a member of KB nearly 2 years. I love all aspects of high power
rocketry. I especially enjoy building, flying and recovering rockets out at
the rocket pasture. I also enjoy helping others launch and recover and
assisting with their certs. I think I can fill the post of Member-At-Large
because I enjoy meeting new members, helping them with their projects,
and helping with club projects. I have attended a number of KBOD
meetings and, though fairly new to rocketry, I believe I can be a valuable
asset in the public relations side of our sport, as per above. I am also very
organized (have to be where I work as an engineer), and will be able to
both encourage and provide the structure for club volunteerism, work with
vendors attending our launches for incentives for volunteers, and help out
wherever else I am needed. I would appreciate your vote. -Steve Arnold

John Farmer
My name is John Farmer, and I have had the privilege of serving as
member-at-large for the past two years. Most of you already know me, but
I want you to re-elect me anyway! During my tenure we (the
KLOUDBusters board of directors), have developed the volunteer
incentive program (VIP), which has helped get more people actively
engaged in managing our launch activities, plus we have laid the
foundation for KLOUDBusters to sponsor LDRS next year! Much work still
remains to be done, not just for LDRS but for rocketry in general and
KLOUDBusters in particular. No single person could achieve what your
board of directors has done collectively, and I would like to think that I
have contributed in some way to our organization's success. I have
enjoyed working with the membership of KLOUDBusters and the other
board members. I would be honored to represent you for another two
years, helping KLOUDBusters continue to grow and set the example for
other prefectures. See you all at the rocket pasture, -John Farmer

LDRS 27 banquet and TRA members meeting will be held
at the Best Western on Saturday 8/30/08.
Web-site completion for www.ldrs27.org is targeted
for early in January of '08. The t-shirt design / event logo
work is on going. Other planning items are percolating all
the time. Come out to the Christmas Party for more
updates and discussion of our LDRS 27 at AIRFest 14
planning efforts.

KLOUDBusters 2008 Launch Schedule
Presented below is the KLOUDBusters schedule
for 2008. Plenty of time to get out in the rocket pasture
and burn some APCP, with the obvious highlight of the
season being LDRS 27 at AIRFest 14 - KLOUDBusters
unprecedented 5th time hosting the national launch.
As always, the waiver for all KLOUDBusters
launches is 34,500' AGL. If you're planning a flight over
25,000' you must obtain prior approval from the Tripoli
Board for your launch.

Event

Date

January Fun Fly

Sat., January 12, 2008
TRx Sun., January 13, 2008

February Fun Fly

Sun., February 10, 2008
TRx Sat., February 9, 2008

March Fun Fly

Sat., March 8, 2008
TRx Sun., March 9, 2008

Tad E Keller

KLOUDBurst 18

Sat.-Sun., April 12-13, 2008

TRA#: 11119, Level 3, KLOUDBusters Member since 2006.

TRx-only Fun Fly

Sat., April 26, 2008

I wish to represent the KLOUDBusters members as the Member at Large
on the KLOUDBusters Board of Directors. I have been an active part of
the KLOUDBusters organization since December 2006. I have been
actively launching at every launch and have volunteered for countless
duties. I was able to utilize my extensive background in avionics and
electronics to design and fabricate the new KLOUDBusters wireless
remote away-cell launcher. I am currently acting as media relations for
LDRS next year.

------------Break for Wheat-----------July Fun Fly

Sat., July 12, 2008
TRx Sun., July 13, 2008

August Fun Fly

Sun., August 3, 2008
TRx Sat., August 2, 2008

LDRS 27 at A.I.R.Fest 14

Th.-Tu, Aug. 28-Sept. 2, 2008
Note: Sept. 1 & 2 are TRx only.

October Fun Fly

Sat., October 11, 2008
TRx Sun., October 12, 2008

In case anyone forgot, the TRA national launch
returns to the Argonia Rocket Pasture August 28, 2008
through September 2, 2008 with LDRS 27 at AIRFest 14.

TRx-only Fun Fly

Sun., November 2, 2008

Distant Thunder 2008

Sat.-Sun., November 8-9, 2008

The hotel for LDRS 27 will be the Best Western
Airport Inn located at 6815 W. Kellogg in Wichita. Discount
room rate for LDRS 27 is just $74 based upon up to 4
persons per room and includes breakfast, Internet, and a
great hosting facility for "after-hours" LDRS relaxation. The

Christmas Party

Sat., December 13, 2008

December Fun Fly

Sun., December 14, 2008
TRx Sat., December 13, 2008

Please consider me to represent all the KLOUDBusters as your Member
At Large. -Tad E Keller

LDRS 27 at AIRFest 14

Please join us for the KLOUDBusters Christmas Party
Saturday December 8, 2007 6:00PM – 10:00PM
Kiwanis Park Shelter located at 5101 W 2nd in Wichita

Presents:
KLOUDBusters Christmas Party
Saturday Dec. 8, 2007 6:00PM-10:00PM
December Fun Fly
–
TRx Saturday Dec. 8, 2007
Commercial Sunday Dec. 9, 2007
KLOUDBusters BoD election ballot enclosed.
Visit www.kloudbusters.org/ for all schedules and latest news.

KLOUDBusters, Inc.
c/o Lance Lickteig
17 Beech Rd.
Wichita, KS 67206

